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K athlyeen May Holmes Sponsler was born in Mercer, Missouri

at home on June 11, 1919.

She passed away 1 months after her husband, Dean to whom she would have been married 74

years in July. She was the oldest of seven children born to Roy and Marie Holmes. She was called
'Katy' by her brothers and sisters and that is the name that she used for the rest of her life.

On July 8, 1938 was married to Dean. They lived in Iowa where their three children were born.

After WWII they settled in Des Moines, Iowa, until Dean was recalled for the Korean War in 1951.
Because of the Air Force they moved many times, from Maine to Texas and as far away as Japan

and Germany.

Once their children were old enough, Katy enjoyed working as a clerk typist and held many
positions. In Washington DC Katy was invited to work with Dean at the Pentagon where she was a

valued secretary to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. In the 1960's before computers were common she
was proficient on the word processors at the Pentagon.

They retired to Iowa in 1974 and settled into Dean's childhood home. This was the time that she

and Dean began publishing books on genealogy. Over the years she had developed a love of
painting and several of her pictures won awards.

It is not easy to summarize her life. She dealt with life with no electricity, running water, or easily
accessible grocery stores. She was especially proud to have been a teacher in a one-room
schoolhouse with eight different grades. In the winter she rode her pony to work.

Katy was a wife and mother who churned her own butter when necessary, took in foster kids,
knew how to wield a rifle, and sew clothing for her family. She raised her own three kids to have a

Obituary Kathlyeen May Sponsler
JUN  11, 1919 - JUN  29, 2012

Kathlyeen May Sponsler
JUN  11, 1919 - JUN  29, 2012

PAGE 3 OF 7



lust for learning and a curiosity about life, while her husband was often away on assignment,
sometimes for over a year at a time.

At the age of 87 Katy was diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease. As her memory became more
clouded, Dean cared for her and she remained happy and almost unaware of her problem. They

were a good team.

Katy is survived by her children: Fred Sponsler, Roy Sponsler and Deana Langer, and her brother
Lee. She had seven grandchildren, six great grandchildren and one great-great grandchild.

Dean had many military honors, however, Katy was the hero of the family. To send flowers or a
memorial gift to the family of Kathlyeen May Sponsler please visit our Sympathy Store.

Visitation JUL 8. 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (CDT) Christian United Methodist Church Humeston IA
50123

Funeral Service JUL 9. 11:00 AM (CDT) Christian United Methodist Church Humeston IA 50123
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Thomas Funeral Home posted:

October 21 at 11:43 AM

Thomas Funeral Home shared an album called Obituary Wall.

October 13 at 11:57 AM

NH Nicole Moore - Helotes, Tx posted:

I've been doing genealogy research and have newspaper clippings that my grandma Darlene

Gangestad saved of Katy Sponsler. My grandma said that Katy was a source to gather genealogy. I'm

so sorry that i never got to meet Katy but am ever grateful for the hard work she did in gathering

family history and assisting my grandma. God Bless Her. Sincerely, Niki Gangestad-Moore

Rmoore8@satx.rr.com

September 8 at 7:00 PM
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Thomas Funeral Home shared a photo to the Obituary Wall album. October 13 at 11:57 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Kathlyeen by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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